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Progression of Skills In Music


	
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	
	
	KEY STAGE ONE
Pupils should be taught to: 
· use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 
· play tuned and untuned instruments musically 
· listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music 
· experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.

By the end of Key Stage One pupils will have knowledge and understanding of the following:
Singing and Performing.
Playing simple rhythms and melodies on musical instruments.
Listening and Appreciation
Composing and simple Improvisation.
	KEY STAGE TWO
Pupils should be taught to: 
· play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 
· improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music 
· listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 
· use and understand staff and other musical notations 
· appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians 
· develop an understanding of the history of music.

By the end of Key Stage Two pupils with have knowledge and understanding of:
Performing
Composing
Listening
Appreciation
Understanding
History of Music

	
	
	Listening, Appraising & Applying Knowledge & Understanding


	


.


	
· Taking part in singing.
· Using body percussion (stamping, jumping).
· Using different voices (whispering/chanting)
· Learn to follow instructions when singing or playing an un-tuned percussion instrument.
· Being aware of the pulse in music and demonstrating a steady beat.
· To become aware of rhythm and repeated rhythmic patterns.
· To listen to songs and learn that music can touch your ‘feelings.’
· To enjoy moving to music, by dancing, marching or being animals.
· To be aware of pitch (high and low)
	
· To know 5 songs of by heart
· To know what the songs are about
· To know and recognize the sound names of some of the instruments they use.
· To be introduced to some Interrelated Dimensions in Music (Pulse, Rhythm and Pitch)
· To have an understanding of the difference between pulse and rhythm. 
· To know the meaning of pitch.
· To make and control short sounds in different ways including hitting, shaking and blowing (duration)
· Listening and learning to basic musical instruments: Piano, Un-tuned percussion instruments. Recognising their sounds  within a piece of simple music.

	
· Pupils will listen to a range of musical genres and discuss using description of how it made them feel.
· Building up a knowledge of musical instruments through listening to their sounds and picking them out within a piece of music. (Strings of the orchestra, Drums and un-tuned percussion.
Electric piano.

· Pupils will be introduced to the correct musical language for tempo and dynamics which form part of the Interrelated Dimensions of Music. By the end of year two pupils will know the meaning of Pulse, Rhythm, Pitch, Tempo and Dynamics.
· To have an awareness of Intro, Chorus and Verse
(Structure)
· To be aware of Musical Style in songs.
· To be able to use emotive words to describe how music makes the, feel (happy/sad/joyful/angry)
· To know that they can create rhythms from words (linked to topics) like food types, colours and animals.
	
· To know and understand the meaning of the interrelated elements of music from Key Stage One and building up knowledge and understanding of new elements:  Structure, Duration,
· Introduce notation (staff, time signature in 2 time, clefs, crotchets, minims and quavers)
· Learning the principals of writing easy notation.
· Using silence (rests) as an effect.
· Listening to a selection of instruments and recognizing them within a piece of music (orchestral, pop group). Adding Woodwind instruments and electric guitars on from last year’s learning.  

· 
	
· To revise the Inter   related elements of music learned in previous years. Introducing and adding in Timbre, Texture
· Building on notation in Year 3 and adding more note values, rest and time signature in 3 time to create longer rhythm and melodic patterns.
· Adding the additional sections of The Orchestra (Brass and Timpani) and identifying them in pieces of music.
· Introducing the Saxophone Family and recognizing the sound within a piece of music.
· Introduce ‘Rap’ style




	
· Year Five will embark on group drumming and will be expected to use the inter related elements of music taught in previous years when discussing and demonstrating drumming (for example pulse and rhythm how they work together).
· Using dynamics to create effects when drumming.
· Listen to drumming from different cultures around the world and talk about the different styles and ways of playing the drums.

	
· To review and understand all Inter related elements of Music learned throughout this music program.
· To use all of the above when creating, improvising and performing songs instrumentals and compositions.
· Listening to and understanding Jazz Music and its origins. 
· To know songs from memory, who sang them and when they were written and why. 
· To understand the historical context of the song.
· Create a music timeline showing the origins of music through to the present day.
· Apply understanding to several known songs and use the correct musical language to discuss them.
· Develop reading rhythms and notation by learning to play the keyboard. Using all of the elements to discuss the way pieces are written for the keyboard programme.




	
	· 
	Improvisation & Composition


	
	
	
· To understand that improvisation is making up a simple rhythm or singing pattern on the spot. Practice Question and Answer rhythms with pupils starting by repeating the question as an answer and then pupils improvising their own answer.
· Create a short, simple rhythm using short and long beats. Illustrate by using lines (long beats) and dots (short beats) to show the different lengths.

	
· To make up longer Question and Answer patterns in groups and with un-tuned percussion instruments and/or voice.
· To use up to two notes on a glockenspiel to make up simple rhythmic and melodic patterns.

· To understand that the word ‘composing’ is like writing a story to music.
· Use tuned and un-tuned instruments to create short musical stories about different topics such as The Weather (Storms/ Sunshine/Thunder)

	
· Create a graphic score (pictorial/graph) to begin demonstrating how to write music down, pictorially in order.
· Pupils will learn how to compose easy rhythms of up to two bars using symbols and then notation.
· Pupils will learn to compose 2 bar melodies using staff and notation and rhythms.
Pupils will extend their knowledge of improvisation by experimenting and playing short rhythmic and melodic patterns on un-tuned and tuned percussion instruments
	
· To improvise on up to three different notes or rhythms and to create simple rhythm and melodic rhythm patterns up to four bars in length.
· To add in additional expression like loud/soft (f and p) or gradually getting louder and softer (crescendo / diminuendo)
· Listen and copy back using instruments on three different notes.
· Create songs using a ‘rap’ structure

	
· To improvise on up to five different rhythms including Semibreves, Minims, Crotchets, Quavers and Semi quavers.
· To compose 8 bars of rhythms using a mix of the rhythms above.

	
· Compose, using the keyboard, up to 8 bars of music putting into practice all of the skills taught in earlier years (rhythm, notation, expression etc.)

· Improvise on five notes (C,D,E,F and G) 8 bar rhythms and melodies

· Compose a short song using lyrics and musical notation.


	
	
	Performing


	
	
	· Choose two songs from Charanga! which they have learned and perform to a high standard using clear diction and expression (fast/slow (tempo) or loud and soft (dynamics)
· Share them with other year groups /Assembly

· Pupils are encouraged to add ideas on how to sing with expression or add actions.
	· To understand the importance of vocal and instrumental warm ups before singing / performing.
· To sing in a performance with expression using loud/soft, fast slow, whispering, chanting
· To record and discuss their performances with each other
To perform inside and outside the classroom environment.
	· Building up a bank of songs indifferent styles and from different cultures to perform in the class and at assemblies
· Perform songs related to cross-curricular activities.
· Been aware of good posture.
· Perform rhythmic and melodic compositions to each other and outside the classroom
· Demonstrate a knowledge of easy notation by learning to play the glockenspiel and performing in and beyond the classroom.
To record and discuss performances and compositions.
	· To sing more challenging songs adding in another voice/part
· To be aware of good posture and breathing correctly.
· To understand how rhythm and pulse work together.
· To introduce more expression marks like dynamics (loud/soft) and using the correct terminology for them.
· 
· Perform songs and instrumental songs with control and awareness of what others are singing and playing.
· To perform parts from memory and also from notation instrumentally and vocally.
· Sustain a rhythmic ostinato (repeated phrase throughout a song or instrumental piece.

· Record compositions and recognize the connection between sound and symbol.

	· To perform compositions and drumming pieces to each other and also at Assemblies and musical events throughout the year.
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	· Perform (reading notation freely (i.e. no names of notes under them) musical piece on the keyboards in groups or as a soloist
· Perform to each other in the classroom and also at musical events and assemblies
· Perform any compositions to the class, musical events and assemblies
· Sing in two to three parts confidently and with expression incorporating all of the musical elements from previous years
· Recording compositions and keyboard performances and discussing the outcomes of them.
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